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Twenty years ago, with The End of Nature, Bill McKibben offered one of the earliest warnings
about global warming. Those warnings went mostly unheeded; now, he insists, we need to
acknowledge that we've waited too long, and that massive change is not only unavoidable but
already under way.

: Since he first heralded our era of environmental collapse in 1989's , has raised a series of
eloquent alarms. In , he leads readers to the devastatingly comprehensive conclusion that we no
longer inhabit the world in which we've flourished for most of human history: we've passed the
tipping point for dramatic climate change, and even if we could stop emissions yesterday, our
world will keep warming, triggering more extreme storms, droughts, and other erratic
catastrophes, for centuries to come. This is not just our grandchildren's problem, or our
children's--we're living through the effects of climate change now, and it's time for us to get
creative about our survival. McKibben pulls no punches, and swaths of this book can feel bleak,
but his dry wit and pragmatic optimism refuse to yield to despair. Focusing our attention on
inspiring communities of "functional independence" arising around the world, he offers
galvanizing possibilities for keeping our humanity intact as the world we've known breaks down.
--Mari MalcolmEbook Library Exclusive: A Conversation Between Curt Stager and Bill
McKibbenCurt Stager is the author of .Bill McKibben: How'd you come to worry about this global
warming stuff in the first place?Curt Stager: When your book, , first came out, I already knew
about global warming but wasn't very worried about it yet. I'm a paleoclimatologist, so I was used
to thinking about huge climatic changes of the distant past, and I also wasn't convinced by what
was then the available evidence that humans are driving most of today's trend. But now so many
excellent studies clearly demonstrate our central role in the warming of the last 30-40 years that
I've moved on from "is it really happening" mode to "what does it mean" and "what can we do
about it?" Another factor was a project that you asked me to do in support of one of your articles
several years ago - to study the weather records in our home region in and around northern New
York and Vermont. The latest data show that much of this area is actually warming faster than
the global average, and ice stays on our lakes two weeks less in an average winter than it did a
century ago. Because of all this, I suppose you could say that I'm a "reformed climate skeptic"
now.Bill McKibben: What kind of timescales do we need to be thinking on to really understand
what's happening?Curt Stager: We've got to expand our view of this issue a thousand-fold to
really grasp it. According to the latest research, much of the heat-trapping carbon dioxide we
release during our lifetimes will linger in the air not just for centuries but for tens of thousands of
years, long enough to affect future ice ages.Curt Stager: is one of the most amazing book titles
I've ever seen; in a single word it beautifully captures the essence of what you're trying to tell us



about our influences on the planet. How did you come by it?Bill McKibben: Well, I wanted a way
to get across the idea that we're already living on an altered planet. Not as altered as it's going to
be, but--for people my age, the iconic image of our planet was that first photo back from the
Apollo spacecraft. And the world does not look like that any more. A lot less white up top!
Somehow we have to figure out how to get the message across that global warming is not a
problem for the future, it's a desperate crisis already.Bill McKibben: Scientists are forever
struggling to communicate effectively with the general public. You're a whiz at it, as this book,
and your work in places like National Geographic, make clear. What advice would you give your
colleagues?Curt Stager: That's a fine compliment coming from a master wordsmith like yourself,
but it's particularly nice to hear in my case because when I first started my scientific career, back
in the 1980s, communicating with the public was openly frowned upon. Nowadays I'm glad to
see that it's much more widely accepted, even encouraged, and there are many great
opportunities for scientists to be trained in such things. I was fortunate enough to attend a public
communications workshop sponsored by the National Science Foundation, for example. But
don't be fooled, you science types; there's a lot more to writing effectively for the public than you
may think. When it's done properly it appears smooth and natural, but that's not because it's
easy; it's a sign of skill and effort. Pay this craft the respect it deserves and learn from people
who know what they're doing, then go out and really earn your grants by letting us all know how
you spent our tax dollars!Curt Stager: You do a good job of keeping up with the latest
developments in climate research even though you're not a professional scientist. Do you have
any advice in that regard for non-science types who are trying to wade through the information
jungle in search of current, reliable information about climate change?Bill McKibben: Like any
other huge field, you need some guides--picking someone like Jim Hansen who's been right
again and again seems like a good strategy. You need to keep abreast of the important science
as it develops. And you need to find some journalists who have paid attention for a long time:
Bryan Walsh at Time, Andy Revkin at the New York Times, and so forth. But the trick is not to be
too caught up in the details, and keep your eye on the main current: the debate about whether
we're warming the planet is no longer interesting. What's interesting is what we're going to do
about it.Review“ 'Eaarth' is the name McKibben has decided to assign both to his new book and
to the planet formerly known as Earth. His point is a fresh one that brings the reader
uncomfortably close to climate change. Earth with one "a," according to McKibben, no longer
exists. We have carbonized it out of existence. Two-a Eaarth is now our home.” ―The New York
Times Book Review“A passionate appeal. . . . McKibben's engaging and persuasive book will
add greatly to the sense of urgency. It will add realism to the case for strong adaptation to the
changes that our past and current actions are bringing to our natural world.” ―The New York
Review of Books“Bill McKibben may be the world's best green journalist . . . What really sets
Eaarth apart from other green books is McKibben's prescription for survival. This won't be just a
matter of replacing a few lightbulbs; McKibben is calling for a more local existence lived 'lightly,
carefully, gently.' It's a future unimaginable to most of us--but it may be the only way to survive.”



―Time“Bill McKibben [is] probably the nation's leading environmentalist... Important strands of
environmental thought merge in McKibben's new book, making for some truly scary reading and
prompting urgent questions about the nature of the environmental catastrophe at hand...
[Eaarth] offers a view of economic growth not typically encountered in mainstream discussion,
with all its moral dimensions unmasked and clarified... The urgency of his moral advocacy
demands attention.” ―The Boston Globe“Superbly written . . . McKibben is at his best when
offering an elegant tour of what is already going wrong and likely to get even worse. . . . Eaarth is
a manifesto for radical measures.” ―The National Interest“A valuable slice of acid-tongued
reality.” ―San Francisco Chronicle“If one book can help, this is it.” ―Winnipeg Free Press“This
book must be read and his message must be understood clearly in Congress and in the streets.
Indeed, throughout the world.” ―The Capitol Times (Madison, Wis.)“Sounds a clarion at a time
when the findings of climate scientists have been all but drowned out by skeptics and right-wing
bombast. McKibben, however, does not doubt that facts will trump ideology. . . . McKibben is an
eloquent advocate.” ―The Oregonian“What I have to say about this book is very simple: Read it,
please. Straight through to the end. Whatever else you were planning to do next, nothing could
be more important.” ―Barbara Kingsolver, author of Animal, Vegetable, Miracle“With clarity,
eloquence, deep knowledge and even deeper compassion for both planet and people, Bill
McKibben guides us to the brink of a new, uncharted era. This monumental book, probably his
greatest, may restore your faith in the future, with us in it.” ―Alan Weisman, author of The World
Without Us“The terrifying premise with which this book begins is that we have, as in the old
science fiction films and tales of half a century ago, landed on a harsh and unpredictable planet,
all six billion of us. Climate change is already here, but Bill McKibben doesn't stop with the bad
news. He tours the best responses that are also already here, and these visions of a practical
scientific solution are also sketches of a better, richer, more democratic civil society and
everyday life. Eaarth is an astonishingly important book that will knock you down and pick you
up.” ―Rebecca Solnit, author of A Paradise Built in Hell and Hope in the Dark“Bill McKibben
foresaw 'the end of nature' very early on, and in this new book he blazes a path to help preserve
nature's greatest treasures.” ―James E. Hansen, director, NASA Goddard Institute for Space
Studies“Bill McKibben is the most effective environmental activist of our age. Anyone interested
in making a difference to our world can learn from him.” ―Tim Flannery, author of The Weather
Makers and The Eternal FrontierAbout the AuthorBill McKibben is the author of more than a
dozen books, including the best sellers Falter, Deep Economy, and The End of Nature, which
was the first book to warn the general public about the climate crisis.He is the Schumann
Distinguished Scholar in Environmental Studies at Middlebury College and the winner of the
Gandhi Prize, the Thomas Merton Prize, and the Right Livelihood Prize, sometimes called “the
alternate Nobel.” He lives in Vermont with his wife, the writer Sue Halpern. He founded the global
grassroots climate campaign 350.org; his new project, organizing people over sixty for
progressive change, is called Third Act.Read more
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Jon, “Thought-provoking. In Eaarth, McKibben asserts that, due to climate change and the
human activities that have driven it forward, we no longer live on the same planet that we did
even a few decades ago. Therefore, he writes that we need to develop new habits in order to
survive on it. He uses the first half of the book to show that climate change is problematic. In the
second half, he outlines some potential solutions. One of his primary points is that we need to
give up our political and economic pursuit of constant growth and adopt a lifestyle of
maintenance. This transition will require us to relinquish our dependence on fossil fuels and to
become smaller and less centralized. He claims that, by becoming smaller, we will also be able
to develop stronger communities in which we contribute to the well-being of our neighbors rather
than large, wealthy corporations. According to McKibben, we will never be able to get back to
the conditions of a few decades ago, but with some drastic lifestyle changes, we can reach
stability. He admits that the necessary changes will not come about easily or quickly.Overall, I
thought this book was quite interesting. I found McKibben's subtle sense of humor entertaining,
which kept the book from becoming dull. He provides a wealth of information and ideas. As
someone who had never really given climate change much thought, I learned a great deal
through this book. McKibben's proposed solutions primarily apply to the energy and food
industries. Out of my own personal curiosity, I wish that he had spent more time discussing how
he believes our transportation system should change. Although it's apparent that he thinks we
should be traveling less, I would be interested in reading more detailed information. I also have
mixed feelings about his claim that the Internet alone would keep our lives from becoming dull if
we were to adopt simpler lives based in rural communities. Since we are so accustomed to a
pursuit of novelty and entertainment, can it really be that simple? On the other hand, maybe
that's his point. That lifestyle may not be as luxurious as the one we're used to, but if we are to
survive, it will have to do.This is a very thought-provoking book that will inspire some people and
could potentially upset others.”

Dr. John Stanley, “Very well-Informed & very readable too. This is an outstanding book because
it is so up-to-date, both with climate science and through telling personal observations of how
our environment and the natural world are changing. The author doesn't flinch from telling it like it
is, yet the writing is fast-paced, hip and good-humored. I read the first half of the book in almost
one sitting, because it was "un-put-downable". The second half of the book addresses localizing
solutions - this is more limited (specifically to the New England area of America, by way of
example) and not quite as exciting as the global tour through EAARTH. Well worth purchasing.”

Luis, “Excellence, but all for naught. Amazing book... but who cares really? Habitat is lost,
species extinct, oceans full of plastic. We don't care. But at least we will be entertained. If people
cared, this book would be required reading. Since we don't, this is yet one more book from yet



one more person who is pleading with this world to do something. I think it is too late though.
Thanks for trying.”

Peter Johnson, “Brilliant survey of the planet's dire condition. A masterful oversview of the
planet's troubles is brought down to the local level where McKibben uses his knowledge and
experience of Vermont small-scale farms and efficient food production systems to illustrate what
has gone horribly wrong with megascale monoculture food systems. It's a must read--although
things are changing so rapidly that it is already slightly out of date. Catch up with his latest book:
Falter. And while you're at it, if you are American, read Dark Money by Jane Meyer. It's an eye
opener and should be required reading for every US teenager approaching voting age.”

C. Riordon, “What it looks like when a bunch of hopped up apes accidentally make over a
planet.. Bill McKibben is awesome. What he does is awesome. This book is good, but others
have done it better. Most memorable line is the title, Eaarth, because the world your children will
inherit is not the world their grandparents grew up in.”

Leslie Fieger, “A true wake up call. While everyone else pussyfoots around the subject of
humanity's impact on the planet we all inhabit, McKibben goes straight to the factual truth of the
matter with undeniable details and "in your face" evidence. This may be a tough read for some
folks who do not want to be held responsible or for those who expect things to go on as they
have historically. It is more than a wake up call; it is a call to action. It is also a heads up for all of
us who expect to be alive the day after tomorrow. HIGHLY recommended.”

The book by Heather Land has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 297 people have provided feedback.
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